
N001 Alum Root Heuchera richardsonii
Low green basal foliage and slender greenish white
flowers and stems. Seed from Wisconsin. 12–36”h
Í∏˝˙å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N002 Angelica Angelica atropurpea ß
Purple-red stems and white flowers. Grows in low
ground and makes a striking picture. Seed from west-
ern Wisconsin. 72”h Íå˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

Aster, Aromatic Aster oblongifolius
Showy, low-growing, bushy plant with hundreds of
daisy-like flowers in fall. Attractive to butterflies and
makes an excellent cut flower. Mounds of gray-green
foliage create an interesting display through the sum-
mer. Í∏∫å˜
$2.50—2.5” pot:
N003 Dream of Beauty—Sugar-pink flowers with burnt

orange centers form a dense carpet in many soil
types, including clay. Selected in the Great Plains
by Claude Barr. ★★★★★ 12”h 

$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N004 Seed from Central Illinois—Typical blue-lavender

flowers with yellow centers.12–40”h ı

N005 Aster, Big-leaved ◊ß

Aster macrophyllus
Native ground cover. Blue flowers, September-October
if it gets enough sun. Native to savanna and woodlands
in rich soil. Easy to grow, but allelopathic—creates
space for itself by poisoning its neighbor plants. Seed
from Pine County, Minn. 12–36”h Í∏Ó˝ıå˜

$3.00—3.5” pot

N006 Aster, Heartleaved Aster cordifolius ß
Clouds of small very pale blue-violet flowers with cen-
ters changing from white to deep red from August
through October, heart-shaped deep green leaves, aver-
age to dry soil. Wonderful cut flowers and winsome in
the garden. Seed from northeastern Iowa and south-
eastern Wisconsin. 24–36”h Í∏ıå˜

$3.00—3.5” pot

Aster, New England
Aster novae-angliae
Excellent late-season color. Tolerant of wet soil, but
happy in average soil. Í∏∫
$2.00—2.5” pot:
N007 Alma Potschke—Big, bushy plant adorned with

hundreds of charming quarter-size star-like
daisies, in rich rosy pink with bright yellow cen-
ters. Cultivar. ★★★★★ 36–48”h 

N008 Purple Dome ß—A standout in the fall garden.
Performs best in full sun and well-drained soil.
Cultivar. ★★★★★ 18”h 

N009 September Ruby—Each arching branch is covered
with ruby red flowers. Cultivar. 48”h 

$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N010 Seed from Winona County, Minn.—Lavender,

pink or violet blossoms. 24–60”h ıå˜

N011 Aster, Sky Blue Aster azureus ß
A best bet for late season beauty and drama. From
August–October, dozens of 1” lavender to deep blue,
yellow-eyed daisies are held in large sprays (10-25 in a
bunch). Thrives in dry soil but is even more gorgeous
in rich garden soil. Seed from Kenosha County, Wis.
12–48”h Í∏∫ıå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N012 Aster, Smooth Blue Aster laevis
One of the most versatile, appealing, and longest-lived
of all the asters. The attractive blue-green foliage is
silky smooth. Flowers in profusion late in the season.
Plant in full sun for a stunning floral display. Seed
Winona County, Minn. 36–60”h Í∏ıå˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

Baneberry Actaea
Good on wooded hillsides. Attractive cut foliage fol-
lowed by stunning berries in late summer and fall.
∏Ó¥å˜

$7.00—1 quart pot:
N013 White (Doll’s Eyes), A. pachypoda—Seed source

outside Minnesota. ★★★★★ 36”h 
$8.00—4” pot:
N014 Red, A. rubra—Red berries. Hard to find! Seed

from Mille Lacs County, Minn. ★★★★★ 18–24”h 

N015 Beardtongue, Foxglove ß
Penstemon digitalis
Elongated shiny green triangular leaves ripple slightly
on upright, narrow plants. White to light pink tubular
blooms on vertical stems in June. Not related to fox-
glove (Digitalis)-it’s so named because the flowers
resemble miniature foxgloves. Reseeds, though not in
a bad way. Hummingbird nectar. Seed from Wisconsin.
24–48”h Í∏∫˙å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N016 Beardtongue, Large-Flowered ß
Penstemon grandiflorus
Sculptural lavender blooms early summer over gray-
green basal foliage. Prefers a dry spot. Seed Brown
County, Minn. 24–40”h Íı∫˙å˜

$3.00—3.5” pot
Bee Balm Monarda didyma
Large flower clusters in July and August. Attracts but-
terflies and hummingbirds. Best in sun with space
around it for good air circulation. Does well in poor
soil and good soil, tolerates dry soil. Mint family; good
for tea. These are all cultivars of a native species.
Í∏∫Ç´˙

$1.50—2.5” pot:
N017 Panorama Red Shades ß—30”h 
$2.00—2.5” pot:
N018 Jacob Cline ß—The best red flowers. Mildew

resistant. ★★★★★ 48”h 
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N019 White ß—24–36”h 
$4.00—3.5” pot:
N020 Fireball ß—Red-purple clusters of tubular blos-

soms on compact, mildew-resistant foliage.
15–20”h 

N021 Petite Delight ß—Dwarf bee-balm whose flow-
ers are an eye-catching rosy pink—just watch the
hummingbirds flock! Remove spent blooms to
prolong flowering. It adapts to any moist well
drained soil and increases quickly. Mildew-resist-
ant. 12–15”h 

N022 Petite Wonder ß—A mildew-resistant Morden
(Manitoba) cultivar. Lovely clear pink flowers in
July. 9–12”h 

N023 Raspberry Wine ß—Wine-colored flowers.
Mildew resistant. ★★★★★ 24–36”h 

N024 Bee Balm, Spotted ß
Monarda punctata
Rosy whorls around tall stems, actual flowers are pink
to yellow with purple spots. Aromatic. Self-sowing
biennial. Prefers well-drained sandy soils. Native to
prairie and savanna. Seed from Sauk County, Wis.
12–36”h Í∏∫˙ıå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

See also Bradbury’s Bee Balm in perennials, page 10

N025 Bellflower, Tall Campanula americana
Blue star flowers on tall spikes in late summer, not
bell-like. Self-seeding biennial, not weedy like the
unfortunately ubiquitous European Creeping
Bellflower. Seed from Winona County, Minn. 24–72”h
Í∏å˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

N026 Bergamot, Wild Monarda fistulosa ß
This fragrant member of the mint family has lavender
blossoms July-September. Excellent for butterflies and
moths; attracts hummingbirds. Good for tea. Seed
from Clayton County, Iowa. 48”w by 24–48”h
Íı∫Ç´˙Âå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N027 Bishop’s Cap Mitella diphylla
Spikes of tiny, white, fantastically intricate flowers
with fringed petals from April through June. Maple
leaf-shaped basal foliage with 3” leaves. Moist soil,
shade, spreading by seed or rhizomes. Seed from
Winona County, Minn. 6–16”h ∏Óå˜

$3.00—3.5” pot
Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta
Daisy-like flowers with yellow petals on single stems.
Biennial or short-lived perennial. Í∏∫å˜¥
$1.50—2.5” pot:
N028 Irish Eyes ß—Flowers with bright yellow rays

and green discs. Cultivar. 24–30”h 
N029 Toto Gold ß—Great for container gardens.

Although the plant is dwarf, the flowers are not,
reaching 4-5” in diameter. Prolonged bloom until
frost by cutting back the plant after first flower.
Cultivar. 12–15”h 

$3.00—3.5” pot:
N030 Seed from Madison County, Iowa. ß—12–40”h 
$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N031 Seed from northeastern Iowa—12–40”h 

N032 Black-Eyed Susan, Sweet ß
Rudbeckia subtomentosa
Taller cousin of the famous black-eyed Susan. Produces
large yellow flowers with shimmering red-brown cen-
ters. Blooms August–October. Truly an outstanding
perennial. Attracts butterflies. Seed from Iowa County,
Wis. 24–72”h Í∏∫å˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

See also Black-Eyed Susans in perennials, page 11,
and annuals, page 28

N033 Blackberry, Dwarf Red Rubus pubescens
This trailing berry makes a great groundcover for any
moist woodland area. The thornless stems develop
decorative white flowers followed by small tart berries.
It is not a heavy producer, but the berries are well
worth the work to pick. Seed from St. Louis County,
Minn. 6–12”h Í∏˝Çå˜ $7.00—4” pot

N034 Blazing Star, Button Liatris aspera
As seen on our postcard this year. Tufts of lavender
flowers loosely line the 2–3’ stems creating a showy
flower spike. Absolutely guaranteed to attract butter-
flies. Seeds eaten by birds. Protect bulbs from rodents.
Blooms August to September. Quite adaptable. Seed
from Grant County, S.D. 24–36”h Í∏ı∫å˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N035 Blazing Star, Dotted Liatris punctata
Narrow, horizontal leaves are interspersed with the
magenta-violet blooms. The most drought-tolerant
blazing star, its roots go down 7–15’. Seed from north-
eastern Colorado. 12–36”h Íıå˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N036 Blazing Star, Meadow 
Liatris ligulistylis
Tall stalks of purple blossoms. Preferred by butterflies.
Seeds eaten by birds. Seed from northern Iowa.
36–60”h Í∏ı∫å˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

Blazing Star, Prairie Liatris pycnostachya
Densely clustered basal leaves, hairy stems, and dense
flower spikes of bright purple from midsummer to ear-
ly autumn. Í∏ıå˜
$2.50—2.5” pot:
N037 Eureka—A selection that is taller and breathtak-

ing in the garden. Great for cut flowers. Reddish-
purple flowers on long spikes. 60”h 

$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N038 Seed from Mower County, Minn.—24–48”h 

Bloodroot Sanguinaria canadensis
White blooms in earliest spring. Widely grown in wild
gardens. The roots are used for dye, hence the name!
6–9”h Í∏ÓıÂå˜¥
$5.00—3.5” pot:
N039 Ramsey County plant source 
$6.00—4.5” pot:
N040 Wisconsin plant source ß

Blue-Eyed Grass Sisyrinchium
Delicate, late-spring bloomer. Looks like a grass, but
then winsome blue blossoms appear. 4–12”h Í∏å˜
$2.00—2.5” pot:
N041 Stout Blue-Eyed Grass, S. angustifoliumß—

Horticultural seed source.
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N042 Prairie Blue-Eyed Grass, S. campestreß—Seed

from Columbia County, Wis. 

N043 Bluebells, Virginia Mertensia virginica ß
Blooms in spring, then disappears. Pink buds open to
lavender-blue bells. Good with daylilies or hosta.
Wisconsin source. 12–24”h Í∏Óıå˜

$5.00—4.5” pot

Blazing Star

Blue-eyed
Grass

Plants in this section were present in Minnesota before new species were introduced by the first European-Americans.
We use www.usda.org as our source for determining whether a species is native to Minnesota. North American
natives that were not present in Minnesota are located in our Perennial section (marked with a å symbol).

Truly wild flowers are marked with the native symbol ˜ and the source of the plant stock or seed used to grow
these plants is given. Those without the Minnesota symbol are selections or cultivated varieties bred from the
Minnesota species. In those cases, the term “cultivar” or “selection” is used. 

Many of these plants are first-season seedlings that will stay quite small their first year while they work on
 developing their root systems, not blooming until their second season in the garden.

New this year: We no longer separate the native wild flowers by prairie vs. woodland. All plants, whether
sun or shade-lovers, are found on this single list.

Key 
Í Full sun
∏ Part sun/part shade
Ó Shade

ç Attractive foliage
ı Bird food source
∫ Butterfly-friendly
† Cold-sensitive: 

keep above 40°
Ç Culinary
´ Edible flowers
˝ Ground cover
˙Hummingbird-friendly
Â Medicinal
‰ Rock garden

˜ Minnesota native
å U.S. native

ß Saturday restock
Ø Certified organic
¥ Toxic to humans

About those
stars…
Throughout, you will
notice plants that are
marked with five stars
(★★★★★). These plants
have been awarded five
stars by Heger and
Whitman in the brand-
new edition of Growing
Perennials in Cold Climates
as one of the very best
plants available on the
 market.
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N044 Bog Rosemary ◊
Andromeda glaucophylla
Evergreen shrub with narrow dark green leathery
leaves. Clusters of small urn shaped white to pink
flowers in late spring. Bogs and wet acid soil. Luce
County, Michigan, source (Upper Peninsula). 
12–24”h Í∏˜¥ $9.00—1 gal. pot

Brown-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba
Easy to grow, blooms second year. Perennial, but short-
lived. Smaller flowers than black-eyed Susan, but
blooms more heavily. Use this plant to create some
major excitement in your landscape. Í∏∫å˜¥
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N045 Seed from Iowa ß—Yellow flowers with dark

centers July-October. Self-sows. Attracts butter-
flies. 24–60”h 

$10.00—4.5” pot:
N046 Prairie Glow ß—Profuse 2.5” gold and burgundy

daisy flowers are a bicolor variety of the native
flower. Can be made more compact by pinching it
back early in the season. 36”w by 36–48”h 

N047 Bunchberry Cornus canadensis
A great native groundcover. The shortest member of
the dogwood family, bunchberry has very showy clus-
ters of orange berries in summer. and red fall color.
Slow growing, but a must-have for woodland gardens
and restorations. Prefers acid soil. Seed from eastern
Maine. 4–10”h Í∏˝å˜¥ $7.00—4” pot

Butterfly Garden see box at right

Butterfly Weed Asclepias tuberosa
Clusters of bright orange flowers followed by puffy
seed pods. Best in dry soils and full sun. Very attractive
to butterflies. Late to break dormancy in spring, so
mark the spot where you plant it! Í∏∫Âå˜¥
$1.50—2.5” pot:
N049 Gay Butterflies ß—Mixed reds and yellows.

Cultivar. 24”h 
N050 Seed from Iowa ß—Clear, rich orange. ★★★★★

24”h ı
$2.50—2.5” pot:
N051 Hello Yello—Showy bright yellow flowers.

Cultivar. 30”h 
$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N052 Seed from Columbia County, Wis. ß—Clear, rich

orange. ★★★★★ 24–30”h ı

Butterfly Weed, Pink Asclepias incarnata
Absolutely beautiful deep rose-pink flowers in large
umbels. Superb cut flowers, and of course butterflies
find them irresistible. Very long blooming, with the
aroma of buttercream frosting. Íı∫å˜¥
$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N053 Seed from Kandiyohi County—36–48”h 
$6.00—4.5” pot:
N054 German seed source ß—40”h 

Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis
Blooms mid to late summer. Spikes of scarlet blossoms
that attract hummingbirds. Best in partial shade and
moist rich soil. Í∏∫˙å˜¥
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N055 Seed from Bremer County, Iowa ß—24–36”h 
$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N056 Seed from northeastern Iowa—24–36”h

Cinquefoil, Woody Potentilla
Cinquefoils may be common in landscaping, but these
varieties are out of the ordinary. Íå˜
$2.00—2.5” pot:
N057 Strawberry, P. megalantha—A mound of fuzzy

strawberry-like leaves and bright yellow flowers.
Horticultural seed source. 10–12”h ‰

N058 Wineleaf, P. tridentata—Loose clusters of dainty
white buttercup flowers in June and glossy leaves
that turn wine and bronze in autumn. Source
from northern Minnesota. 12–15”w by 3–6”h ∫

Columbine, Wild Aquilegia canadensis
Red and yellow blossoms in late spring. Easy to grow.
Good for edge of woodland or partly shaded hillside.
Does well in dappled shade, moist or dry, flower
 border, or rock garden. Í∏Óı∫´˙‰å˜
$2.00—2.5” pot:
N059 Little Lantern ß—Compact and floriferous selec-

tion of the native red and yellow columbine. 18”h 
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N060 Seed from Winona County, Minn. ß—24–36”h 

N061 Compass Plant Silphium laciniatum ß
Yellow flowers June-September with huge, attractive
leaves that point north and south. Tolerates drier soils.
An excellent choice for a large-scale wildflower garden.
Fair for butterflies. Seed from Minnesota, Iowa or
Illinois. 72–120”h Í∏∫Âå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

Coneflower, Green-headed
Rudbeckia laciniata
Yellow reflexed petals with greenish disk. Blooms late
July though October. Native to prairie, savanna, and
woodlands. Í∏Ó∫å˜¥
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N062 Seed from Winona County, Minn. ß—72–120”h 
$5.00—3.5” pot:
N063 Double, ◊—Showy 3–6” light yellow double

daisies bloom from summer until fall. Requires
staking. 72”h 

N064 Coneflower, Narrow-leafed ß
Echinacea angustifolia
Large pink daisies with turned back petals, July. Most
highly prized of the Echinaceas for its medicinal quali-
ties. Attracts butterflies and hummingbirds. Prefers
dry, sandy, well-drained soil. Upper Midwest seed
source. 12–24”h Í∏∫˙Âå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

See also Purple Coneflower in perennials, page 12

N065 Coneflower, Pale Purple ß
Echinacea pallida
Lavender blooms June/July. Tolerates drier soils. Fair
for butterflies. Seed from northern Illinois. 24–48”h
Í∏∫å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N066 Coneflower, Yellow Ratibida pinnata
One of the most strikingly beautiful of all wild flowers.
Large yellow flowers bloom in profusion in heat of
summer. Blooms July–September. Easy to grow. Seed
from Stearns County, Minn. 36–72”h Í∫å˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N067 Coreopsis, Prairie Coreopsis palmata
Yellow daisy-like blossoms in July. Aggressive, spreads
by rhizomes to form dense patches. Common on origi-
nal prairies. Easy to grow. Tolerates dry conditions.
Seed from Wisconsin. 16–36”h Í∏∫å˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

See also Coreopsis in perennials, page 13, and
 annuals, page 29

N068 Culver’s Root ß
Veronicastrum virginicum
Tall and stately with big, dramatic spikes of white flow-
ers July-August. Seed from Wisconsin and Minnesota.
72”h Í∏Âå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N069 Cup Plant Silphium perfoliatum ß
Huge leaves catch water at stem joint. There’s nothing
like seeing a goldfinch bathing in one of these naturally
occuring bird baths! Yellow flowers for an extended
period in later summer. An impressive prairie plant
that reseeds freely. Seed from Winona and Fillmore
counties, Minn. 48–96” HÍ∏å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N070 Dock, Prairie Silphium terebinthinaceum
Stately plant with large blue-green leaves and yellow
flowers. Seed from the Upper Midwest. 24–120”h
Í∏å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N071 Dutchman’s Breeches ◊ß

Dicentra cucullaria
Delicate fringed foliage and ultra-pale yellow pan-
taloon-like flowers in spring. Dies back in summer.
Seed from Winona County, Minn. 6”h Í∏Óå˜¥

$3.00—3.5” pot

Ferns see box below

N085 Gentian, Bottle Gentiana andrewsii
Clusters of closed blue flowers, August–October, are a
striking shade that almost glows. Prefers damp soil.
Seed from southeastern Minnesota. 18–30”h
Í∏Âå˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

N086 Geranium, Wild Geranium maculatum ß
Attractive small lavender-pink flowers with blooms
from April-July. Excellent for garden borders and mass-
ing. Red fall color. Seed from northeastern Iowa and
southwestern Wisconsin. 18–30”h Í∏ıå˜

$3.00—3.5” pot

Ginger, Wild Asarum canadense
Aromatic ground cover. Dark maroon and beige flow-
ers hide under leaves in the spring. 4–6”h
Í∏Ó˝Âå˜¥

$3.00—3.5” pot:
N087 Seed from Winona County, Minn. ß
$4.00—4” pot:
N088 Ramsey County source.
See also European Ginger, page 16

Four plants each of 12 varieties, selected to make a great native planting! 
Seed from Minnesota.

N048 Butterfly Garden 
Butterfly Weed ı, Narrow-leaf Purple Coneflower, Black-eyed Susan, Purple
Prairie Clover, Smooth Blue Aster ı, Sky Blue Aster ı, Ironweed, Early
Sunflower, Wild Bergamot ı, Hoary Vervain, New England Aster ı, Button
Blazing Star ı. Í∏˜ 12 4-packs $59.00

N183 Raingarden 
Plant a raingarden in low-lying area in the yard or where gutters  empty. This
combination of plants is perfect for a raingarden in a fairly sunny site. Pink
Butterfly Weed ı, New England Aster ı, Joe Pye Weed ı, Boneset, Helen’s
Flower, Blue Flag Iris, Cardinal Flower, Blue Vervain, Culver’s Root, Prairie
Blazing Star ı, Bristly Sedge, Little Bluestem ı. Í∏˜ 12 4-packs $59.00
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Ferns 
N072 Bulblet Cystopteris bulbifera
Curly green bulblets form on the underside of the leaves;
these drop off to become baby ferns. In nature, this grows on
shady limestone outcrops, which is good news if you garden
on alkaline soil. Ramsey County source. 12–30”h ∏Óå˜¥

$5.00—3.5” pot
N073 Cinnamon Osmunda cinnamomea ß
One of our most majestic native ferns. Grows in boggy and
swampy areas, but happy in a well-drained garden, too. Soon
after the foliage appears in spring, erect, golden yellow, fertile
fronds emerge from the center of the crown. Horticultural
source. ★★★★★ 36–60”h Í∏˝å˜ $8.00—1 gal. pot

N074 Interrupted Osmunda claytonia ß
Similar in appearance to cinnamon fern. Prefers moist soil, but
will tolerate drought and planting on hillsides. Horticultural
source. 36–48”h ∏ç˝å˜ $8.00—1 gal. pot

Lady Athyrium 
Bright green fronds. Vigorous. Prefers moist rich soil, but is
tolerant of sun and drought. Í∏Ó˝å
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N075 Horticultural source, A. filix feminaß—★★★★★ 24–36”h

˜

Lady continued 
$5.00—3.5” pot:
N076 Lady in Red, A. augustum rubellumß—Burgundy stems

contrasted with green fronds. Best color begins to be
seen in the second year. Cultivar. ★★★★★ 30–36”h 

$6.00—4.5” pot:
N077 Mrs. Frizell’s, A. filix femina ‘Frizellia’ß—Also called the

Tatting Fern. Leaflets have been reduced to rounded
lobes along the mid rib, resembling tatting (hand-made
lace). First found in Ireland. Cultivar. 8”h 

$10.00—4.5” pot:
N078 Dre’s Dagger ß—Thin, deep green fronds that are often

criss-crossed, terminating with a small crest. Cultivar.
★★★★★ 18”h 

N079 Maidenhair Adiantum pedatum ß
Delicate green foliage in fan-like fronds. Water during
drought. Horticultural source. ★★★★★ 12–24”h Í∏Ó˝å˜

$3.00—3.5” pot

N080 Purple Royal Osmunda regalis purpurescens ß
Lovely purplish red stripes. Texas source. 36–48”h Í∏å˜

$6.00—4.5” pot

N081 Sensitive Onoclea sensibilis ß
Spreading colonies of smooth, upright fronds. Horticultural
seed source. 12–36”h Í∏Óå˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

N082 True Ostrich Matteuccia struthiopteris ß
Vase-shaped fern with huge leaves like ostrich plumes. Grow
in moist shade in a woodland garden, in a damp border, or at
the edge of a pond. Vigorous, spreading by rhizomes. Native
to U.S., Europe and Asia. Syn. M. pennsylvanica. Horticultural
source ★★★★★ 36–60”h Í∏Ó˝Çå˜¥

$3.00—3.5” pot
Wood Dryopteris
A striking border fern. Grow in a protected, moist site.
Í∏˝å˜

$6.00—4.5” pot:
N083 Goldie’s Giant, D. goldianaß—Tufts of long pale green

fronds. Texas source. ★★★★★ 24”w by 48”h 
$8.00—1 gal. pot:
N084 Eastern Wood Fern, D. marginalisß—Evergreen, cool

dusty-blue fronds. Horticultural source. 18–30”h 



N089 Goldenrod, Fireworks ß
Solidago ‘Fireworks’
This cultivar was rated #1 in the goldenrod trials at the
Chicago Botanic Garden. Long arching spires of bril-
liant yellow tiny daisy flowers cascade in all directions
above the compact foliage. It doesn’t get mildew or
rust, nor is it a garden thug. Use it in autumn bou-
quets. 36–48”h Í∏¥ $6.00—4.5” pot

N090 Goldenrod, Showy Solidago speciosa ß
Graceful long cones of densely clustered yellow mini-
flowers on reddish stems with olive-green foliage.
Blooms August-October. Probably the nicest goldenrod
for sunny locations. Seed from northeastern Iowa or
southeastern Minnesota. 24–36”h Í∏ıå˜¥

$3.00—3.5” pot

N091 Goldenrod, Stiff Solidago rigida
A handsome plant, once common across the American
prairie, bearing radiant yellow flat-topped flowers and
greenish-yellow leaves. August to September bloom.
Seed from Green County, Wis. 36–60”h Í∏ıå˜¥

$3.00—3.5” pot

N092 Harebells Campanula rotundifolia
A delicate plant with purple bellflowers in clusters.
Prefers drier soils. Native to prairie, savanna, and
woodland edges in northern North America, Europe,
and Asia. These may be small at the time of the sale.
Seed from central Minnesota. 4–20”h Í∏å˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

Helen’s Flower Helenium autumnale
The flower centers burst forth from the ray-like, three-
lobed petals borne high atop the plant on strong
stalks. Thrives in damp soil. Nicknamed “sneezeweed”
because the dried leaves were once used to make
snuff—not because it aggravates allergies. It grows
beautifully in the garden and is great for clay soil.
Í∏∫Â¥

$2.00—2.5” pot:
N093 Helena Red ß—Bright red, edged with golden

yellow. The raised centers are dusted with gold
for a stunning effect. Cultivar. 48”h 

$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N094 Seed from Winona County, Minn.—Yellow-green

centers with yellow petals. 48–60”h å˜¥

Hepatica Hepatica 
Both hepaticas are very sweet in the woodland garden,
with their lavender, white, pink or blue flowers in
April. Liver-colored leaves persist through winter. 5”h
∏Óå˜

$4.00—2.5” pot:
N095 Round-Lobed (Cushing County, Wis., source), 

H. americana

$9.00—4” pot:
N096 Sharp-lobed (Mille Lacs County source), 

H. acutiloba

$9.00—4.5” pot:
N097 Sharp-lobed (Wisconsin source), H. acutilobaß

See also Hepaticas in rare plants, page 8

N098 Hyssop, Anise ß
Agastache foeniculum
Very fragrant purple flowers July-August. Attracts but-
terflies, and goldfinches favor the seeds. Aromatic
leaves used for tea. Vigorous. Seed from the upper
Midwest. 24–36”h Í∏∫Ç´Âå˜

$3.00—3.5” pot

N099 Hyssop, Giant Yellow
Agastache nepetoides
Minty aromatic foliage and cream-colored flowers.
Extra long blooming from June to October. Prefers
excellent drainage. Horticultural seed source. 84”h
Í∏∫å˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

N100 Hyssop, Purple Giant ß
Agastache scrophularifolia
Crowded spikes of pale purple flowers mixed with pale
green bracts from July through September. Large, fra-
grant leaves end just below the flower spikes. Spreads
well (it’s in the mint family). Seed from Houston
County, Minn. 48–60”h Í∏∫å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N101 Indian Paintbrush Castilleja coccinea ß
A dense cluster of beautiful leafy bracts seem like bril-
liant blooms in shades of orange, red, or sometimes yel-
low on this beloved wildflower which is also an
important source of nectar for hummingbirds. Seed from
Aitkin County, Minn. 18–24”h Í∏˙å˜

$3.00—3.5” pot

N102 Indigo, Cream Wild ◊ß

Baptisia leucophaea
Blue-green, pea-like foliage, this early flowering
species is adorned with long spikes of creamy yellow
flowers that are held horizontally. Particularly effective
when planted on top of a rock wall where the flowers
can be viewed at eye level. Seed from St. Croix County,
Wis. 18”h Í∏å˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

N103 Indigo, Dwarf Amorpha nana
Fine-textured foliage capped with attractive spikes of
purple flowers. A worthy plant for the low water land-
scape. Dry, well drained soils in full sun. Blooms
May–June–July. Midwestern seed source. 24”h Íå˜

$2.50—2.5” pot

N104 Indigo, False Amorpha fruticosa
Loose, airy shrub which often forms dense thickets.
Fine-textured foliage on the upper third of the plant.
Small purple flowers in narrow, 3-6” spikes from April
to June. Useful from the dry prairie to the bog garden.
Midwestern seed source. 72–120”h Í∏å˜

$6.00—1 quart pot

N105 Indigo, White Wild ß
Baptisia leucantha
Easy to grow in average to dry soils; drought tolerant.
Small, white, pea-like flowers in late spring on tall,
dark stems above bluish-green leaves. Attractive seed
pods. Seed from southeastern Minnesota. 36–48”h
Íå˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

N106 Iris, Northern Blue Flag ß
Iris versicolor
Large showy flowers brighten sunny marsh areas in
early summer. Seed from Winnebago County, Wis.
18–30”h Í∏ıÂå˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

N107 Ironweed Vernonia fasciculata ß
Tall plants with bright reddish-purple flowers July-
September. Seed from Whiteside County, Ill. 48–72”h
Í∏Âå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Arisaema triphyllum
One of the easiest native plants to cultivate. Native to
savanna and woodlands in neutral soil. Tuberous root
burns mouth severely if tasted. 24–36”h Í∏Óå˜¥
$1.50—2.5” pot:
N108 Seed from Grant County, S.D. ß
$6.00—4.5” pot:
N109 Wisconsin source ß

N110 Jacob’s Ladder Polemonium reptans ß
Very pretty light blue, bell-shaped flowers in loose
clusters appear on sprawling stems in mid to late
spring. The foliage looks fresh and green all through
the growing season. Likes moist soil. Seed from
Clayton County, Iowa, and Winona County, Minn.
18”h ∏Óå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

Joe Pye Weed Eupatorium 
Incredibly popular in cutting-edge European gardens.
Moist soil. Í∫Â¥å
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N111 Sweet Joe Pye, E. purpureumß—Tall, with pink

blossoms, July-September. Aromatic. Excellent
nectar for bees and butterflies. Seed from Winona
County, Minn. 84”h ı˜

N112 Wild Joe Pye, E. maculatumß—Tall and stately
with pink panicles. Seed from Iowa. 72–100”h
ı˜

$3.00—4” pot:
N113 Gateway, E. purpureumß—Wine-colored stems

with dusty rose flowerheads. Compact and sturdy
cultivar. 48–72”h 

N114 Kinnikinnick
Arctostaphyllos uva-ursi ‘Massachusetts’
Popular native evergreen groundcover. Flat growing,
small, glossy, bright green leaves that turn red in fall.
Abundant pinkish white flowers, followed by red fruit.
Native to sandy areas, so good drainage is important.
Massachusetts plant source. 3’ spread. Í∏˝Âå˜

$9.00—1 gal. pot

N115 Larkspur, Tall Delphinium exaltatum ß
Blue-flowered native of woodland glades, preferring
bright to average shade. Seed from Ohio. 36–72”h
Í∏å˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

Leadplant Amorpha canescens
Small gray-green shrub with dense spikes of violet-
blue flowers in June-August. Nicely textured foliage.
Tolerates drier soils. 24–48”h Íı∫å˜
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N116 Seed from Ramsey County, Minn. 
$6.00—4.5” pot:
N117 Seed from Prairie Moon Nursery—These plants

are a year older and larger. 

N118 Lily, Michigan Lilium michiganense
Orange turban-shaped blooms with brown spots. Seed
from lilies rescued from development in Lakeville,
Minn. 48–60”h Í∏ıå˜¥ $2.00—3.5” pot

N119 Lily, Prairie Lilium philadelphicum
One of the truly showy woodland species, usually
found in relatively dry sites. Features 2” deep orange
blooms with purplish-brown spots. These are third-
year seedlings. Seed from Burnet County, Wis.
12–36”h Í∏å˜¥ $9.00—4 plants in a pack

N120 Lobelia, Great Blue Lobelia siphilitica
Bright-blue lipped flowers, July-September. Prefers
moist soil, but adapts well to the garden. Good for
stream banks or damp woods. Attracts hummingbirds.
Seed from Winona County, Wis. 24–36”h Í∏
ı˙å˜¥ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

N121 Loosestrife, Bronze
Lysimachia ciliata ‘Firecracker’
Bright yellow flowers contrast with purple-maroon
foliage. Upright habit. This is a selection of the native
fringed loosestrife. Aggressive, so you may want to
restrict it to containers or confined areas of the garden.
24–36”h Í∏Ó $6.00—4.5” pot

Lupine Lupinus polyphyllus
Pea-type flowers climb stalks in spring. Strong growing
plants form large clumps. These are all cultivars of the
northern Minnesota native. Should have full sun and
plenty of moisture. Í∏
$1.50—2.5” pot:
N122 Gallery Blue ß—20”h ¥
N123 Gallery Mix ß—Includes bi-colors. 20”h ¥
N124 Gallery Pink ß—20”h ¥
N125 Russell’s Mix ß—Boldly colored. 36”h ¥

N126 Lupine, Wild Lupinus perennis ß
Showy clear-blue pea-like blossoms, May and June.
Excellent for butterflies, both for nectar and caterpil-
lars. Wild Lupine is the only food for larvae of the
endangered Karner Blue butterfly. Rabbits also love to
eat Wild Lupine. Must have sandy soil. Tolerates drier
conditions. Goes dormant after seed. Fewer flowers in
shade. Seed from Crawford County, Wis. 12–24”h
Í∏Ó∫å˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

N127 Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris
Bright yellow buttercup-type blooms in early spring.
Native to swamps and brooksides throughout our area.
Grows in prairie, savanna and woodland, but requires
year-round moisture. Readily cultivated in a wet gar-
den soil or containers. Seed from Washington County,
Minnesota. 4–16”h Í∏å˜¥

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N128 May Flower Maianthemum canadense
Short stems of offset leaves topped with clusters of 12
to 25 star-shaped white flowers. Spreads by rhizomes,
so will form a nice colony. Use to underplant trees.
Seed from Carlton County, Minn. 4–8”h ∏Ó˝å˜

$12.00—6 plants in a pack

N129 Meadow Rue, Early ß
Thalictrum dioicum
A spring favorite. The flowers have an unusual form—
like little jellyfish in pale green, purple, and yellow.
The drooping stamens sway in the slightest breeze.
April-May bloom time. Seed from the Upper Midwest.
8–28”h ∏ÓÂå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N130 Meadow Rue, Purple ß
Thalictrum dasycarpum
Tall purple stems. Creamy flowers, June and July. Seed
from Jackson and La Crosse counties, Wis. 72”h
Í∏ıå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N131 Merrybells Uvularia grandiflora
Clump forming perennial. Bright yellow nodding
blooms with twisted petals. Easy and desirable for cul-
tivation. Seed source outside Minnesota. 12–24”h
Óå˜ $3.00—2.5” pot

Key 
Í Full sun
∏ Part sun/part shade
Ó Shade

ç Attractive foliage
ı Bird food source
∫ Butterfly-friendly
† Cold-sensitive: 

keep above 40°
Ç Culinary
´ Edible flowers
˝ Ground cover
˙Hummingbird-friendly
Â Medicinal
‰ Rock garden

˜ Minnesota native
å U.S. native

ß Saturday restock
Ø Certified organic
¥ Toxic to humans

About those
stars…
Throughout, you will
notice plants that are
marked with five stars
(★★★★★). These plants
have been awarded five
stars by Heger and
Whitman in the brand-
new edition of Growing
Perennials in Cold Climates
as one of the very best
plants available on the
 market.
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N132 Mexican Hat Ratibida columnifera
Colorful sombreros of mahogany and yellow. A bienni-
al cousin of the Yellow Coneflower. Seed wild-gathered
by Prairie Moon. 24–36”h Í∏∫å˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N133 Milk Vetch, Canadian
Astragalus canadensis
Pagoda-like spikes of creamy to greenish white tubular
blossoms. Midsummer bloom; attracts butterflies. A
knockout in perennial borders. Seed from southeastern
Wisconsin. 60”h Í∏∫å˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

N134 Milkweed, Poke Asclepias exaltata
White blooms in June and July. Normal to dry soil.
Great for butterflies. Seed from Clayton Count, Iowa.
36–72”h Í∏∫ıå˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

N135 Milkweed, Showy Asclepias speciosa
A tall milkweed that will not spread invasively like the
common milkweed. It has softly felted grey leaves and
dramatically structured pink flowers that are sweetly
fragrant. Attracts butterflies and bees. Average to dry
soil. Midwestern seed source. 48”h Í∏∫ıå˜¥

$2.50—2.5” pot

N136 Milkweed, Whorled ◊
Asclepias verticillata
Sweet-scented white flowers and long needle-like
leaves make this wildflower a petite enchanter. Thrives
in poor, dry soil and multiplies rapidly. Seed from
Washington County, Minn. 12–24”h Í∫ıå˜¥

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N137 Mint, Mountain ß
Pycnanthemum virginianum
Numerous clusters of white blossoms (often with pur-
ple dots) bloom June to September with a great mint
aroma. A magnet for butterflies. Can be used for tea
and to flavor food. Put it in your garden for fragrance.
Seed from Winona County, Minn. 12–36”h
Í∏∫Çå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N138 Mint, Wild Mentha arvensis ◊
Perennial that prefers moist conditions. Flowers July-
September. Commonly used in teas and desserts.
6–24”h Í∏Çå˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

N139 Monkey Flower Mimulus ringens
Low, creeping habit. Small, rounded leaves rooting at
nodes. Excellent as a pond edge or groundcover. Small
blue flowers in summer. Seed Winona County, Minn.
12–36”h Í∏å˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

N140 New Jersey Tea Ceanothus americanus
Dense foliage and white blooms June-July, followed by
flat-topped seed clusters. Attractive to bees and butter-
flies. Midwestern seed source. 36–60”w by 24–36”h
Í∏∫Âå˜ $2.50—2.5” pot

N141 Obedient Plant ß
Physostegia virginiana ‘Rose Crown’
Late summer vivid pink blooms on spreading plants.
Very easy care and colorful, but best in a location
where they cannot crowd out other plants. Easier to
control in lower sunlight. Cultivar. 36”h Í∏Ó

$1.50—2.5” pot

N142 Onion, Nodding Allium cernuum
Lavender drooping onion heads. An edible perennial
that will reseed nicely. Seed from northern Illinois.
24”h Í∏´Çå˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

N143 Onion, Prairie Allium stellatum
A very nice, well-behaved onion. Lavender blooms in
July and August. Edible. Seed from Winona County,
Minn. 10–20”h Í∏´Çå˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N144 Pale Indian Plantain
Cacalia atriplicifolia
Give this plant a couple of years and it will be an archi-
tectural statement in your native garden. Soft, rich, and
tactile leaves are fan-shaped and up to 12” wide. 
Thick, leathery and toothed, like sycamore leaves. 
Flat-topped clusters of tiny white tubular flowers on
thick stalks in summer. Seed from northern Illinois. 
24–48”w by 48–100”h Í∏Âå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N145 Partridge Pea ß
Chamaecrista fasciculata
A wonderful, diminutive pea plant with cute yellow-
gold blossoms in late summer that attract bees and
butterflies. Seed pods are eaten by gamebirds and
songbirds. Leaves collapse when touched. Annual; will
reseed in the garden. Syn. Cassia. Seed from Houston
County, Minn. and Allamakee County, Iowa. 24”h
Í∏∫å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N146 Pasque Flower Anemone patens ß
Fragrant, pale violet blooms on feathery foliage in
April and May. Easy to grow. Seed from Becker County,
Minn. 8–14”h ÍÂå˜¥ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

See also the European Pasque Flower, page 18 

N147 Pearly Everlasting ß
Anaphalis margaritacea
Silver-gray foliage and everlasting snow-white blos-
soms. Beautiful border plant; easy to grow.
Horticultural seed source. 12–18”h Í∏å˜

$1.50—2.5” pot

N148 Petunia, Wild Ruellia humilis ß
Purple flowers with new blooms every afternoon.
Prefers dry areas. Desirable for the sunny wild garden.
Blooms mid to late summer. Seed from south central
Iowa. 6–24”h Í∫å˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

Phlox, Garden Phlox paniculata
Cultivated varieties with spectacular, colorful blooms
valued for their late season color. Very floriferous;
excellent cut flower. Nectar attracts day-flying sphinx
moths (hummingbird-like moths). Plant with shasta
daisies, coneflowers, blazing star, lilies, and grasses.
We have chosen varieties with good mildew resistance.
Í∏∫˙

$2.00—2.5” pot:
N149 Bright Eyes ß—Pink with a red eye. ★★★★★

36”h 
N150 Darwin’s Joyce ß—Variegated leaves with pink

flowers with a dark eye. 25”h 
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N151 David ß—Very fragrant, pure white, long bloom

time. 2002 Perennial Plant of the Year. One of the
U of M’s Tough and Terrific perennials. ★★★★★

30”h 
N152 Eva Cullum—Pink with maroon eye. 24–36”h 
N153 Little Boy—Mauve-blue flower panicles late July-

August. 30”h 
N154 Little Laura ß—Purple with a dark eye. 25”h 
N155 Orange Perfection ß—Reddish-orange. 30”h 
N156 Red Riding Hood—Deep pink. The better to see

it with. ★★★★★ 20”h 
$5.00—1 quart pot:
N157 David’s Lavender ß—Deep lavender pink

 flowers on multiple fat spikes. 
24–36”h 

$6.00—4.5” pot:
N158 Sherbet Blend ß—Fragrant large clusters of pastel

pink and white flowers with chartreuse edges (a
first for Phlox!) emerge from chartreuse buds in
chocolate-maroon bracts, The effect is rather like a
hydrangea. 24–48”h 

N159 Phlox, Meadow ß
Phlox maculata ‘Natascha’
Cultivar with lilac-pink flowers with white brush-
marks. Upright plants similar to Garden Phlox, bloom-
ing June–September. 24–36”h Í∏ $2.00—2.5” pot

N160 Phlox, Prairie Phlox pilosa
Broad heads of deep pink flowers. Very nice wild
flower for restorations and perennial gardens. Blooms
May, June and July. Seed from Iowa. 18–24”h Í∏å˜
$6.00—4 plants in a pack

Phlox, Woodland Phlox divaricata
Good spreader. for the shade border or wildflower gar-
den. Very floriferous and the foliage stays nice. The
perfect groundcover for underplanting spring bulbs,
but not aggressive. May to June blooms. Moist, well-
drained soil. Í∏
$2.00—2.5” pot:
N161 Laphamii, ß—Blue flowers. Minnesota seed

source. 8–12”h å˜
N162 Plum Perfect, ß—An enchanting woodsy plant.

Fragrant, light plum-purple flower with dark vio-
let-purple eye. Cultivar. 10–14”h 

$6.00—4.5” pot:
N163 Mary Helen, ß—Indigo flowers softly streaked

with deep magenta for an overall violet blue
appearance. Cultivar. 12–15”h 

N164 Poppy, Wood Stylophorum diphyllum ß
A nice spot of bright yellow in the late spring/early
summer woodland. Fuzzy green flower buds before
blooming, and pleasant long-lasting foliage after bloom
time. Seed source unknown. 12–18”h Í∏Óå˜

$3.00—3.5” pot

Prairie Smoke Geum triflorum
Not enough can be said about this beautiful, all-season
plant. Nodding, pink, early spring flowers are followed
by feathery, long-lasting seed heads. Showy clumps of
dark green foliage turn burgundy in fall. Adapts to a
variety of sites. Spreads by rhizomes. Seeds eaten by
birds. 6–13”h Í∏å˜
$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N165 Seed from Stevens County, Minn.
$6.00—4.5” pot:
N166 Horticultural seed source ß—These plants are a

year older with much larger roots.

Purple Prairie Clover Dalea purpureum
Slender stems with lacy foliage are topped with long
flowerheads July-September. Grows well in most soils.
Fair for butterflies and an excellent cover crop for
wildlife. Grows in association with leadplant. Í∏∫
$3.00—2.5” pot:
N167 Stephanie—Bright lavender flowers on compact

bushy plants with as many as 40 stalks per plant.
A great selection of the Minnesota native with
darker green foliage. 15–18”h 

$6.00—4 plants in a pack:
N168 Seed from Polk County, Minn.—Purple flowers.

Polk County seed source. 12–36”h å˜

Prickly Pear see box, above

N181 Pussytoes Antennaria plantaginifolia ß
Low, gray-green almost succulent-appearing foliage.
White flowers like little “cat feet” rise up over the
foliage in spring to early summer. Spreads by rhizomes,
tolerates drought. Seed from Winona County, Minn.
1–4”h Í∏‰å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N182 Queen of the Prairie ß
Filipendula rubra
A wonderful North American native. Huge; rarely
requires support. Peach pink tiny flowers on red stems.
Evenly moist soil. Blooms June–July. Seed from Henry
County, Ind. ★★★★★ 72–96”h Í∏å˜

$6.00—1 quart pot

Rain Garden see box, page 45

N184 Rattlesnake Master ß
Eryngium yuccifolium
Dramatic greenish-white prickly blossoms July-
September. Provides a great garden accent. Can play
the same role in the garden as Sea Holly or Globe
Thistle. Seed from southeastern Minnesota. 36–60”h
Í∏å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N185 Royal Catchfly Silene regia ß
Red blooms, July-August. Does well in garden. Seed
from Iowa. 18–24”h Í∏å˜

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N186 Rue Anemone Anemonella thalictroides
White to light pink flowers with finely divided, fern-
like foliage. May go dormant after blooming April-
June. Ramsey County source. 4–10”h ∏Ó‰å˜¥

$5.00—3.5” pot

Prickly Pear

Prairie Phlox
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Prickly Pear ÍÇå

N170 Grasslands Opuntia cymochila
From Knox County, Nebraska. Yellow flowers; heavy bloomer. 12” H

$8.00—4.5” pot
Little Opuntia fragilis
From the Boreal forest. Accompanies moss, so it’s a cactus that likes water!
Probably the tiniest prickly pear. 8–10”w by 4–6”h ¥
$6.00—3.5” pot:
N172 ex Burleigh County, North Dakota—Yellow flowers May–July. 
N173 from Dunn County, Wisconsin—Yellow flowers May–July. 

Plains Opuntia polycantha
Spreading mats, 6–8”h Í˜
$8.00—4.5” pot:
N175 Chartreuse—From Claude Barr*. Chartreuse flowers. 
N176 Crystal Tide—White flowers with red filaments. 
N177 Orange flowered—From Claude Barr. The earliest blooming Plains Prickly

Pear. 
N178 Pink with dark center—Minnesota-grown seedlings from Dennis Hoidahl. 
$12.00—4.5” pot:
N179 Purple Desert—Pads have a purple sheen. Purple flowers. 

N180 Smithwick Opuntia ‘Smithwick’
From Claude Barr. Small, yellow flowers with red centers. Prolific grower. May
be a hybrid between O. polycantha and O. fragilis.  4–6”h Í $8.00—3.5” pot

* Claude Barr (1887–1982) was a South Dakota cattle rancher who was an eminent plantsman of the
plains. Through his Prairie Gem Ranch, he supplied Great Plains seeds, plants, and information to
the scientific and gardening world for many years. His book Jewels of the Plains is still the best refer-
ence to plains wildflowers and their cultivation.



G001 Basket Grass 
Oplismenus hirtellus variegatus
A trailing foliage plant with white, red and green
leaves. Excellent in containers or hanging baskets. 6”h
Í∏ç $3.00—4” pot

G002 Bunny Tails Lagurus ovatus ß
Fun for children and adults. Fuzzy seed heads on com-
pact grass. Drought-tolerant; needs well-drained soil.
20”h Íç $5.00—4” pot

G003 Fiber Optic Grass Isolepsis cernuus
It really does look like fiber optic filament, only green!
A great accent grass. Worth bringing inside for the
winter, because the mature plant develops a “trunk.”
8–12”h Íç $3.00—2.5” pot

Fountain Grass Pennisetum setaceum
Striking grasses for containers or the garden. Í
$3.00—4” pot:
G004 Burgundy Giant ß—Tropical-looking dark

maroon-purple foliage with burgundy flower
spikes. Introduced by Longwood Gardens in
Pennsylvania. 60”h 

$5.00—4” pot:
G005 Fireworks ß—The first variegated purple foun-

tain grass: long stripes of burgundy, hot pink and
white. New growth is the most vibrant. In late
summer, the flowers look like purple foxtails.
24”w by 24–30”h 

Fountain Grass continued
$12.00—1 gal. pot:
G006 Prince ◊ß—When nature turns up the heat,

this giant grass turns up the color. The black-pur-
ple foliage gets richer as the season goes on and
can be dried or left for fabulous winter interest in
the garden. 72”h 

G007 Japanese Blood Grass ß
Imperata cylindrica ‘Red Baron’
Spectacularly showy grass whose long slender light
green leaf blades have garnet red tips. The color
spreads downward all summer until the leaves are
blazing crimson by fall. Lovely when backlit by early
morning or late day sun. May survive in the garden
with winter mulch. 18”h Íç $6.00—4.5” pot

G008 Millet Pennisetum ‘Purple Majesty’ ß
Very erect blades with dense black seed heads. Striking
in containers or great in the garden. 36–48”h Íç

$1.50—2.5” pot

G009 Muhly Grass Muhlenbergia capillaris
Spiky grass with a puffy, rose-pink cloud of graceful
blooms in early fall that look even better backlit by ear-
ly or late sun. Try planting with deep pink shrub roses
or in a bed of groundcover juniper or even as a small
hedge. 36–48”h Í∏ç $2.00—2.5” pot

G010 Palm Grass, Variegated
Setaria palmifolia ‘Variegata’
Long wide pleated leaves with bright white central
stripe and edges on thick arching stems that are bur-
gundy near the base. Thrives in summer heat. 36”h
Í∏ $8.00—1 quart pot

G011 Quaking Grass, Great Briza maxima ß
Graceful, pendant, nodding flowers adding elegance to
summer and winter decorations. 18”h Íç

$1.50—2.5” pot

G012 Ruby Grass
Melinus nerviglumis ‘Savannah’
The grass isn’t pink—it’s the flowers! Blue-green
foliage turns purple-red in the fall. 3–4” ruby pink
blooms sitting a foot above the foliage from late July
are real showstoppers. 8–12”h Íç

$5.00—6 plants in a pack

Sedge Carex
Great in containers or the garden. These may survive
the winter, so don’t pull them up in the spring until
you are sure. Í∏
$2.00—2.5” pot:
G013 Red Rooster, C. buchaniiß—Stately red-bronze

grass with curled tips. 12–24”h ç
$3.00—4” pot:
G014 Prairie Fire, C. testaceaß—Mounding with glossy

leaves that combine russet orange and olive
green. Amazing with cushion spurge ‘Bonfire’ or
any purple or maroon-leaved plant. 12”h ç

G015 Switch Grass, Frosted Explosion
Panicum elegans ‘Frosted Explosion’ ◊ß

Seedheads look like a bunch of sparklers. White airy
plumes are prized as cut flowers by flower-arrangers
and are great filler plants in containers. Will re-bloom
after being cut. 24–32”h Í

$5.00—6 plants in a pack

Grasses Most grasses are showiest  in late summer and fall. Many grow in  attractive clumps and 
provide winter interest as well. They can be used to replace Spikes in containers.

Annual Grasses and Sedges

N187 Rue Anemone, False ◊
Isopyrum biternatum
White five-petaled flowers held over green leaves in
early April–June. Forms carpets in woodland gardens.
Prefers rich, moist soil and dappled shade, but adapt-
able to other soils. Spring ephemeral (dies back in
summer). Seed from Mille Lacs County, Minn. 6”h
∏Ó˝å˜ $12.00—6 plants in a pack

Sage, Prairie Artemisia ludoviciana 
Silver-green foliage is burned as incense. 18–24”h
Í∏¥

$2.00—2.5” pot
N188 Valerie Finnis—A good cultivar for the border.

Silver-white leaves, topped in late spring with 8”
narrow gray flower spikes. Thrives in a very dry
sunny spot. Tolerates a “hair cut” if it gets unruly.
★★★★★

$3.00—3.5” pot:
N189 Seed from Alamakee County, Iowa—Aggessive

spreader. å˜

N190 Saint John’s Wort, Great 
Hypericum pyramidatum
Yellow flowers, July-August. Prefers moist soil.
Attractive seed pods, used in flower arrangements.
Seed from southeastern Minnesota. 24–60”h
Í∏å˜¥ $3.00—3.5” pot

N191 Sarsaparilla, Wild Aralia nudicaulis ◊
White flowers on tall scapes May–July followed by pur-
ple-black edible berries. Three-leaved plants can be
mistaken for poison ivy, but don’t be fooled. Roots are
used for rootbeer. Creeps on underground stems. Seed
from St. Louis, Minn. 12–24”h ∏ÓÂå˜

$8.00—4” pot
N192 Solomon’s Seal, Giant ◊
Polygonatum biflorum var. commutatum
Arching stems with creamy white bells, hanging one
pair per leaf, followed by green fruits that ripen to
serge blue. Young shoots can be harvested and eaten
like asparagus. 30”h Í∏ÂÇå˜

$10.00—5.25” pot

N193 Solomon’s Seal, Starry
Smilacina stellata
Pyramidal clusters of 20 starry white flowers are
crowded on wide flower spikes from April–May.
Berries start green with black stripes, turning to mot-
tled dark wine red. The arching stems emerge in the
spring like spikes coming out of the ground, spreading
by rhizomes to form colonies. Average to moist soil.
Ramsey County source. 12–36”h Í∏ÓÇå˜

$5.00—3.5” pot

N194 Spiderwort, Ohio 
Tradescantia ohioensis
Blue flowers, May to July. Prefers dry areas, xeriscape
plant. Bluish-green leaves. Seed from Richland County,
Wis. 24–48”h Í´å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

Sunflower, Early Heliopsis helianthoides
Abundant 2” yellow blossoms June to September.
Excellent for butterflies. Exceptionally long blooming
period. Not a true sunflower. Easy to grow, in fact
aggressive in good soil. Known as one of the best “clay
busters.” Í∏∫
$2.00—2.5” pot:
N195 Summer Nights ß—Golden yellow, daisy-like

flowers with a mahogany eye on tall dark purple-
red stems and purple-red tinged foliage. The con-
trast is lovely on this cultivar. Flowers for two
months from midsummer, especially if deadhead-
ed. Excellent for cutting. 36–48”h 

$3.00—3.5” pot:
N196 Seed from Green County, Wis.ß—24–60”h å˜

N197A Sweet Flag, Variegated ◊
Acorus calamus
Stripy, spiky, strappy green and white foliage plant for
pond margins or well-watered garden soil. Tiny green-
ish flowers. Fragrant when bruised. Source outside
Minnesota. 24–30”h Í∏˜ $8.00—1 quart pot

N197B Thimbleweed Anemone cylindrica
Buttercup-shaped white blooms in June and July, fol-
lowed by cottony seedheads. Seed from Clay County,
Minn. 24–36”h Í∏å˜¥

$6.00—4 plants in a pack

N198 Trillium Trillium grandiflorum ß
Very showy large white blossoms April-May. Flowers
fade to pink as they age. Most common and best trilli-
um for cultivation. A colony will last for years in rich,
deep, rather moist soil. Seed from Wisconsin. 12–15”h
Í∏ÓÂå˜¥ $5.00—4.5” pot

See other Trilliums in rare plants, pages 8 and 9, 
and perennials, page 20

N199 Trout Lily, White 
Erythronium albidum ◊
Low woodland perennial with green leaves mottled
with purple. Nodding flowers in mid to late spring.
Downward-facing, recurved blooms appear at the end
of leafless stems. Prefers deep, moist loamy soils. Seed
from Mille Lacs County, Minn. 4–6”h Í∏˝Âå˜

$12.00—6 plants in a pack

N200 Turtlehead Chelone glabra
Creamy white turtlehead flowers on arching spikes.
Blooms July–September. Desirable for the moist wild
garden. Excellent nectar plant for butterflies and bees.
Seed from Winona County, Minn. ★★★★★ 36–48”h
Í∏∫å˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

N201 Vervain, Blue Verbena hastata
Native to cordgrass and cattail prairies over most of
North America. Likes moist soils and will produce blue
violet spikes of flowers. Seed from Pine County, Wis.
36–72”h Í∏ÂÇå˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

N202A Vervain, Hoary Verbena stricta ß
Tiny dark blue flowers climb mini-candelabras
June–September. Prefers dry areas (xeriscape plant).
Seed from Iowa. 24–48”h Íå˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N202B Vervain, Rose Verbena canadensis
Magenta-lavender blooms on dense mats of dark
green. Long bloom time. Horticultural source. 12”h
Í∏˝‰å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

N203 Violet, Labrador Viola labradorica
Dark purplish foliage and small dark blue flowers;
semi trailing habit. Native to the North Shore.
Horticultural seed source. 3”h Í∏˝‰å˜

$1.50—2.5” pot

N204 Violet, Prairie Viola pedatifida ß
Violet-purple blooms April–June, often reblooming in
September. Leaves fan-shaped. Good caterpillar food
for butterflies. Prefers a well-drained sunny site. Seed
from Madison County, Iowa. 4–8”h Í∏ı∫´å˜

$3.00—3.5” pot

Yarrow Achillea millefolium
Cultivated varieties with flat flower heads and lacy
foliage. Long bloom time and good for cutting and dry-
ing (they are what architects use to create the “trees”
for model buildings). A great cottage garden flower.
24–36”h Í∏∫Â
$1.50—2.5” pot:
N205 Cassis—Many stems with intense magenta umbels.
N206 Cerise Queen—Cherry-red. 
N207 Summer Pastels—A mix of pinks, salmon, yellow,

and white.
$2.00—2.5” pot:
N208 Paprika ß—Shades of ruby-red with yellow eye.  
$3.00—3.5” pot:
N209 Apple Blossom ß—Compact and vigorous

blooms in shades of lilac-pink to pale rose. The
tiny individual blossoms emerge one color, turn
another, and fade to a third.   

Bunny Tails

Key 
Í Full sun
∏ Part sun/part shade
Ó Shade

ç Attractive foliage
ı Bird food source
∫ Butterfly-friendly
† Cold-sensitive: 

keep above 40°
Ç Culinary
´ Edible flowers
˝ Ground cover
˙Hummingbird-friendly
Â Medicinal
‰ Rock garden

˜ Minnesota native
å U.S. native

ß Saturday restock
Ø Certified organic
¥ Toxic to humans

About those
stars…
Throughout, you will
notice plants that are
marked with five stars
(★★★★★). These plants
have been awarded five
stars by Heger and
Whitman in the brand-
new edition of Growing
Perennials in Cold Climates
as one of the very best
plants available on the
 market.
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Grasses Most grasses are showiest  in late summer and fall. Many grow in  attractive clumps and provide winter
 interest as well. They can be used to replace Spikes in containers and provide vertical, mounding garden
accents. Native grasses have their seed source identified and are marked with the native symbol ˜

Perennial Grasses and Sedges
G016 Blue Grama Grass Bouteloua gracilis ß
Dominant through the central Great Plains, ranging
east to western Wisconsin. Very good lawn alternative
for sandy soils. Low growing, forming attractive
clumps of purplish-green. Seed from Minnesota. 12”h
Í∏˝å˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

G017 Blue Joint Grass ß
Calamagrostis canadensis
Bluish leaves with delicate, purplish panicles in sum-
mer. The Cree used blue joint to make mattresses.
Clump forming, spreading by rhizomes. Wet to normal
soil. Seed from Jackson County, Wis. 36–72”h
Í∏å˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

G018 Bluestem, Big Andropogon gerardii ß
Known for its “turkey-foot” seed heads. From the
prairie and savanna. Seed from Polk County, Minn.
60–92”h Í∏ıå˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

Bluestem, Little Schizachyrium scoparium
A favorite for ornamental and naturalized landscapes.
Prefers sun. Clump-forming. Í∏ıå˜
$1.50—2.5” pot:
G019 Seed from Polk County, Minn. ß—★★★★★

12–36”h 
$8.00—1 quart pot:
G020 The Blues—Cultivar selected for pronounced blue

color. 12–24”h 

G021Bottlebrush Grass Hystrix patula ß
Clump-forming grass with tall spikes that look like
bottlebrushes. A must for forest restorations and
shady perennial gardens. Excellent for texture. Seed
from Rock County, Wis. 36”h Í∏Óå˜

$1.50—2.5” pot

G022 Dropseed, Giant Sporobolus wrightii
Stunning branched, feathery seedheads, the flower
stems are up to 7’ tall! Arching, 36-48” leaves.
Vigorous, clumping, drought-tolerant once established.
A great “see-through” plant. 36–84”h Í∏å

$8.00—1 quart pot

G023 Dropseed, Northern ß
Sporobolus heterolepsis
One of nicest native grasses. Grown for its cloud-like
panicles of pink flowers in midsummer and swirling
leaves in tight clumps. Seed from Polk County, Minn.
★★★★★ 24–48”h Í∏å˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

Feather Reed Grass
Calamagrostis x acutiflora
Showy, feathery plumes with wheat-colored seed heads
in fall and winter. Clump-forming. ★★★★★ 48–60”h Í
$3.00—3.5” pot:
G024 Karl Foersterß—Great for use as a grass hedge.

Blooms earlier than most tall grasses. The 2001
Perennial Plant of the Year.  

$3.00—4” pot:
G025 Art’s Goldenß—Variegated green and yellow.  
G026 Avalancheß—Variegated with a wide white

stripe in the center of each blade. Golden seed
heads.  

$6.00—4.5” pot:
G027 El Dorado—Gold-centered, variegated leaves.  

Fescue, Dwarf Blue Festuca ovina glauca
Soft tufts provide contrast in the perennial border. Also
for edging or ground cover. Good drainage. Clump-
forming. 10–16”h Í˝
$1.50—2.5” pot:
G028 Dwarf Blue Fescue—ß
$3.00—4” pot:
G029 Elijah Blue ß—Considered the best blue fescue.

Maintains good color during summer. 

Fountain Grass Pennisetum alopecuroides
A garden favorite. Clump-forming. Í∏
$1.50—2.5” pot:
G030 Fountain Grass ß—Graceful, arching foliage in

silver-purple. Bristly fruit heads. 40–60”h 
$8.00—1 quart pot:
G031 Hameln—Early flowering dwarf fountain grass

with copper-tan seedheads. Yellow fall color.
24–36”h 

G032 Indian Grass Sorghastrum nutans ß
Good grass for gardens. Striking and highly tactile,
with silky gold/yellow/brown seedheads. Tolerates dry
soil. Clump-forming. Seed from Polk County, Minn.
★★★★★ 36–72”h Í∏å˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

Japanese Forest Grass Hakonechloa
Best color in part shade. Clump-former with attractive
draping effect. Looks great in groups. ∏Ó
$9.00—3” pot:
G033 Fubuki, H. x ‘Briform’◊—Clean-edged white

and green striping with a pink tinge in the fall.
Hybrid whose name means “snow storm.” 24”h 

$9.00—4.5” pot:
G034 Aureola, H. macraß—Weeping gold blades

streaked with green that turn intense pink in fall.
12”h 

G035 June Grass Koeleria macrantha ß
Clump-forming grass, most commonly found growing
in dry sandy soils. Low-grower suitable for edging
native restoration plantings. Seed from Columbia
County, Wis. 12–24”h Í∏å˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

Maiden Grass Miscanthus sinensis
Clump-forming grass with feathery flower heads. Í
$2.00—2.5” pot:
G036 Flame Grass, M. sinensis purpurescensß—Wider

gray-green foliage turns brilliant red-orange in
fall. Narrow silvery plumes in mid-summer.
★★★★★ 36–48”h 

$3.00—4” pot:
G037 Huron Sunrise—Burgundy seed heads that hold

up through the winter. 60–72”h 
$9.00—4.5” pot:
G038 Gold Bar ß—A show-stopper with dramatic hor-

izontal gold striping from top to bottom of each
blade. Very late in the season, burgundy inflores-
cences appear just above the blades. Great for use
in pots and in small urban gardens. Needs winter
protection. 36–50”h 

G039A Maiden Grass, Giant ß
Miscanthus giganteus
An impressive giant, growing into a tight clump in four
to five years. Old canes can be used like bamboo for
garden stakes. 48”w by 120–144”h Í $3.00—4” pot

G039B Moor Grass, Purple ß◊
Molinia caerulea ‘Variegata’
Mop of cream and green striped leaves with purple-
tinged flowers on 30" stalks all autumn. Slow-growing.
Moist neutral to acidic soil. ★★★★★ 12–20” Í

$8.00—4.5” pot

G040 Northern Sea Oats ß
Chasmanthium latifolium
Graceful arching form. Persistent blooms have a fish-
like shape. Loosely tufted spreader. 36–60”h Í∏Ó

$1.50—2.5” pot

G041 Oat Grass, Blue ß
Helictotrichon sempervirens ‘Sapphire’
Silver-blue tussocks with gracefully arching plumes.
★★★★★ 24”h Í∏ $3.00—4” pot

G042 Rush, Blue Arrow Juncus inflexus ß
Narrow, straight blue-gray leaves in a stiff clump, ideal
for containers where structure is needed. 24”h Í∏å

$2.00—2.5” pot:

Rush, Corkscrew Juncus 
Aptly named curly green foliage. Likes moisture, either
in a container or the garden, but it even did well in our
State Fair garden, which is very well-drained. Cut back
the old stems in late winter so that fresh green
corkscrews will emerge in spring. Í∏å
$2.50—2.5” pot:
G043 Blue Medusa, J. inflexusß—Dusty blue-green

foliage. Two-foot wide clumps resemble a dish of
blue spaghetti. Also called ‘Afro.’ 15”h å

G044 Spiralis, J. effusus—Chartreuse in spring. 12–18”h 

G045 Rush, Path Juncus tenuis ß
Very vigorous bright green tubular blades in dense
clumps. Grows anywhere including compacted soil,
and will spread to form a ground cover. Seed from
Crow Wing and Pine counties, Minn. 6–14”h
Í∏˝å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

G046 Sedge, Gray’s Carex grayi
Large showy seed heads like the spiky medieval
weapon called mace. Originally found in moist shade,
but will grow in many locations. Clump-forming. Seed
from Wisconsin. 24–30”h Í∏å˜ $2.50—2.5” pot

G047 Sedge, Ice Dance
Carex morrowii ‘Ice Dance’
White edges on arching green leaves. Vigorous.
Clump-forming. 12”h Í∏ $2.50—2.5” pot

G048 Sedge, Pennsylvania
Carex pennsylvanica
Good for everywhere from prairies to woodlands to
raingardens. Even good in dry shade, and needs no
mowing. Grows well under oaks and with ephemeral
wild flowers. Tolerates light foot traffic. Spreading.
Seed from southern St. Louis County, Minn. ★★★★★

6–12”h Í∏Óå˜ $6.00—4 plants in a pack

G049 Sedge, Porcupine Carex hystericina ß
A great front-of-border grass accent that’s also good in
containers, with tiny porcupine-like bottlebrushes.
Good for moist to wet soil and variable light condi-
tions. Seed from Whiteside County, Ill. 12–49”h
Í∏å˜ $3.00—3.5” pot

G050 Side-Oats Grama ß
Bouteloua curtipendula 
A fine upright grass whose flowers align on one side of
stem. Tolerates dry soil. Prefers sun. Clump-forming.
Seed from Houston County, Minn. 12–36”hÍ∏å˜

$1.50—2.5” pot

G051 Sweet Grass Hierochloe odorata ß
Likes moist to wet soil. Sacred plant for Native
Americans. Used as incense and in braiding and bas-
ket-weaving. Aggressive spreader; not for flower bor-
ders. Seed from Wisconsin and Illinois. 12–24”h
Í∏å˜ $1.50—2.5” pot

Switch Grass Panicum virgatum
Delicate feathery seed heads. Clump-forming. Íå˜
$1.50—2.5” pot:
G052 Seed from Polk County, Minn.—Delicate feathery

seed heads. Prefers light soil. 36–60”h 
$2.00—2.5” pot:
G053 Shenandoah ß—Most compact and controlled

growth. Very hardy. Red by mid-summer.
Cultivar. 36”h 

$3.00—4” pot:
G054 Prairie Sky—Intense metallic blue foliage, narrow

upright stems with bluish seed heads. Cultivar.
36”h 

$6.00—in a 3” plug
G055 Ruby Ribbons ◊ß—Blue-gray spring foliage

matures to deep red as early as midsummer,
intensifying as the season goes on. Red, airy
seedheads. Cultivar. 24–36”w by 36–48”h 

$6.00—1 quart pot:
G056 Prairie Fire ß—The spring foliage emerges blue-

green but the tips quickly develop their hallmark
wine-red coloration. Later, as flowering starts, the
leaves bend and curl, creating the image of red
ribbons with rosy panicles above. Cultivar.
48–60”h 

G057 Tufted Hair Grass
Deschampsia caespitosa
Narrow green blades with nice mounding habit. Beige
mops of flowers ripen to airy seed heads. Prefers moist
shade. Clump-forming. ★★★★★ 12”h Í∏Ó

$1.50—2.5” pot

G058 Tufted Hair Grass, Variegated
Deschampsia caespitosa ‘Northern Lights’
This “fairy wand grass” offers a tuft of creamy white
striped leaves with a blush of pink on new growth.
Foliage turns golden with coral tips in the fall. Striking
when combined with ferns and hostas. Prefers moist
soil and shade from the afternoon sun. 36”h Í∏

$4.00—2.5” pot

G059 Woodrush, Greater ß
Luzula sylvatica ‘Auslese’
Soft, evergreen tufts are endearing. Thrives in moist
shade. Useful under trees. Forms lush mounds. 12”h
Í∏Óå $6.00—4.5” pot
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More Native Plants
Look for native plants in other sections of the catalog:
Climbers: C005 Climbing Bleeding Heart and C031 Virgin’s Bower 
Fruit: F005 Bog Bilberry, F029 American Hazelnut, F032 Black Huckleberry,
F052 Saskatoon Serviceberry 
Herbs: H058 Pink Hyssop, H107 Pineapple Weed 
Perennial Water Plants: P630 White-Flowered Arrowhead, P633 Horsetail,
P637 Pickerel Rush 
Shrubs and Trees: S020 Basswood, S033 Black Cherry, S034 Pin Cherry, 
S035 Glossy Chokeberry, S038 Chokecherry, S039 American Highbush
Cranberry, S049 Red Twig Dogwood 


